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Abstract:

Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin helped popularise blockchain technology, but now it's a potent
instrument with uses beyond digital money. When it comes to blockchain's potential, supply
chain management is one of the more encouraging applications. the revolutionary possibilities
of blockchain technology to improve supply chain efficiency, traceability, and transparency.
Distributed ledger technology (blockchain) allows for immutable, real-time product tracking,
which in turn enhances inventory management accuracy and decreases the likelihood of fraud
and mistakes. blockchain technology has many advantages that can improve supply chain
operations. These include reducing intermediaries, simplifying processes, and increasing
confidence among stakeholders. We go even farther by looking at actual use cases of
blockchain technology in sectors like manufacturing, food processing, and pharmaceuticals.
Scalability, integration with current systems, and regulatory concerns are still obstacles, despite
its promise. the possible applications of blockchain technology in the future of supply chain
management and the measures that will be required to overcome these obstacles, establishing
blockchain as an essential tool for the transformation of supply networks around the world.
Keywords: Blockchain Technology, Supply Chain Management, Transparency in Supply
Chains, Traceability

Introduction

Blockchain technology has the ability to transform industries outside banking, drawing focus
away from its original use as the foundation for cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin. Fundamentally,
blockchain offers a distributed, immutable ledger that transparently and securely records
transactions. Digital currencies received the lion's share of attention when blockchain was first
introduced, but its unique qualities, like immutability, security, and traceability, are also being
used to tackle difficult problems in other areas, like supply chain management. Critical to the
operation of contemporary economies are supply chains, which comprise the flow of products,
data, and money from producers to final customers. But there are a lot of problems with
conventional supply chains, such as inefficiency, a lack of transparency, fraud, and problems
with authenticating products. Blockchain technology presents a game-changing answer to these
issues by establishing a decentralised, transparent ledger that can be used to record and track
every single transaction or movement of items. Everyone involved in the supply chain, from
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producers to buyers, can see the most recent and accurate data thanks to this feature's improved
real-time visibility. how these problems are being solved and new possibilities for creativity,
trust, and efficiency are being unlocked through the integration of blockchain technology into
supply chain management. Streamlining supply chain operations, decreasing costs, and
improving overall performance are all possible with blockchain technology. This is because it
eliminates intermediaries, reduces paperwork, and enables the automation of procedures
through smart contracts. practical uses in sectors including manufacturing, food processing,
and medicines, where blockchain technology has shown promise in addressing long-standing
problems. Despite blockchain's enormous promise, obstacles like as scalability,
interoperability with current systems, and regulatory concerns have prevented its broad
implementation. Global supply chains stand to benefit greatly from blockchain technology's
ongoing development towards more open, efficient, and secure networks. In order to shed light
on the future of this potent tool in contemporary company operations, this study will investigate
the potential benefits and drawbacks of implementing blockchain technology into supply
chains.

Applications of Blockchain in Supply Chain Management

By increasing visibility, facilitating tracking, and decreasing waste, blockchain technology
might dramatically alter the way supply chain management is done. Blockchain technology,
which stands for "distributed ledger technology," allows for the transparent and secure
recording of all transactions and the movement of items along a supply chain. The following
are a few of the most important uses of blockchain technology in different sectors:

1. Blockchain in the Food Industry: Ensuring Food Safety and Authenticity

When it comes to supply chain management, the food industry is where blockchain technology
has proven to be most useful. More and more people are worried about the safety and
provenance of the food they eat, and blockchain technology offers a strong way to monitor the
food supply chain. Blockchain technology enables complete visibility into the supply chain by
documenting each stage of the food's lifecycle, from manufacturing and processing to
distribution and retail. Thanks to this traceability, both consumers and authorities may check
the food's origin, which guarantees its quality and safety.

Reduced reaction time and public health concerns are achieved through the use of blockchain
technology, which allows for the quick identification of tainted items to certain batches or
suppliers in the case of a food poisoning epidemic. Walmart uses blockchain to track the origin
of leafy greens to avoid contamination, and IBM is just one of several companies that have
adopted blockchain-based solutions.

2. Blockchain for Pharmaceuticals: Combatting Counterfeiting and Ensuring
Compliance

The counterfeit drug problem is a major headache for the pharmaceutical business because of
the dangers it poses to the general population. By providing an immutable record of all
transactions along the medication supply chain, blockchain technology provides a viable option
for guaranteeing the genuineness of pharmaceutical goods. Companies can ensure the
authenticity of their products and stop fake medications from reaching consumers by
employing blockchain technology to trace pharmaceuticals from production to delivery.

20
© The author. Published by Revista Infoacceso, ISSN 2311-7605.



Revista Infoacceso, 13(1), Jan - April 2026 ISSN: 2311-7605

Because it creates an immutable and auditable record of all transactions, blockchain also aids
in ensuring regulatory compliance. Secure tracking and tracing of pharmaceuticals is required
by legislation such as the Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA) in the United States, hence
this is of utmost importance for compliance. By eliminating middlemen and guaranteeing
compliance with stringent regulatory requirements, blockchain technology helps to expedite
the verification process.

3. Blockchain in Manufacturing: Improving Visibility and Supplier Coordination

When it comes to making the supply chain for manufacturing more transparent, blockchain
technology is indispensable. By seeing their supply chain in real-time, manufacturers can
optimise production plans, keep tabs on inventory, and trace the flow of raw materials. A more
streamlined production process is the result of this openness, which lessens the likelihood of
stockouts, overstocking, or production delays.

Additionally, blockchain improves supplier and manufacturer collaboration. Automated
transactions between parties are made possible by smart contracts, which are contracts that
execute themselves according to predetermined rules and conditions. This helps with things
like timely deliveries, automatic payments, and minimising conflicts. In manufacturing supply
chains that are intricate and include numerous distributors and suppliers, this is of utmost value.
Blockchain technology enhances the overall efficiency of manufacturing operations by
automating essential processes, reducing dependency on intermediaries.

4. Blockchain for Enhancing Sustainability and Ethical Sourcing

Ethical sourcing and product transparency about environmental effect can be achieved through
the use of blockchain technology, which is gaining importance among both consumers and
businesses. Companies can ensure that their raw materials are acquired sustainably and satisfy
sustainability criteria by recording each step of the production process on a blockchain.

To give consumers concrete evidence of ethical activities, blockchain technology can trace the
origin of raw resources such as minerals that are free of conflict or wood that is gathered in a
sustainable manner. In addition to assisting businesses in satisfying regulatory mandates and
enhancing their sustainable credentials, this openness fosters trust among customers. Some of
the most prominent names in the electronics, diamond, and fashion industries have begun
embracing blockchain technology to track the origins of their commodities and lessen their
negative effects on the environment.

5. Blockchain for Streamlining Payments and Reducing Fraud

Improving the monetary parts of supply chain management is another area where blockchain
could be useful. Suppliers, manufacturers, and retailers can all benefit from blockchain's ability
to expedite, secure, and transparent transactions. Delays, extra expenses, and possible mistakes
are common outcomes of traditional supply chain transactions due to the involvement of
numerous middlemen. Blockchain technology does away with these middlemen, paving the
way for safer, faster, and more cost-effective peer-to-peer transactions.

Furthermore, the immutability of blockchain makes it nearly impossible for fraudulent
operations to remain undiscovered, guaranteeing the accuracy and security of all payments.
This lessens the possibility of supply chain conflicts, chargebacks, and fraud.

Supply chain management stands to benefit greatly from blockchain technology. Blockchain
technology has the potential to revolutionise numerous industries, including food production,
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pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, and many more, by improving transparency, traceability, and
security. More and more opportunities will arise to enhance supply chain operations worldwide
as blockchain technology develops and finds new uses.

Conclusion

Supply chain management is seeing a dramatic shift as a result of blockchain technology's
revolutionary answers to age-old problems with transparency, fraud prevention, and
operational inefficiency. Blockchain technology has the opportunity to transform numerous
industries, including the food and pharmaceutical sectors, as well as manufacturing and retail,
by offering a trustworthy, distributed ledger that guarantees accountability and traceability.
The use of blockchain technology improves real-time product tracking, verifies product
authenticity, eliminates middlemen, and paves the way for smart contracts to automate critical
operations. A more reliable and effective global supply chain is the result of these advantages,
which simplify operations and increase confidence among stakeholders. Despite the immense
possibilities of blockchain technology in SCM, there are still obstacles to be solved. Still
standing as roadblocks to broad adoption include issues with scalability, how to integrate
blockchain with legacy systems, regulatory worries, and the requirement for standardised
solutions. There may be more open, safe, and efficient supply chains in the future thanks to
blockchain technology, which is still in its early stages of development and application, despite
these challenges. Finally, supply chain management of the future will be greatly impacted by
blockchain technology. Ethical, sustainable, and optimised supply chains will be the result of
this revolutionary technology's widespread adoption and adaptation by organisations, which
will radically alter product sourcing, tracking, and delivery. Businesses, consumers, and the
world economy as a whole stand to benefit much from blockchain technology if it is properly
funded, extensively studied, and developed through cross-sector collaboration.
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