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Abstract:

Books of baramaj and faharis constitute a genre of historical writing that became widespread in the
Maghreb and al-Andalus. Scholars devoted considerable attention to this genre owing to the biographical
notices it preserved of scholars and shaykhs, as well as the prescribed texts and books that were taught
at the time. In such works, authors recorded their teachers, the books they had studied, and the scholarly
authorizations they had received, thereby demonstrating their competence in teaching and in issuing
fatwas. Fihrist al-Rassd * is regarded as one of the most renowned catalogs of the medieval Maghreb, as
it includes the names of al-Rassa“’s teachers and the books he studied. This study highlights its scholarly
content and the prescribed texts that were prevalent during that period.
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Introduction:

Books of baramaj and faharis are regarded as a type of historical writing that became clearly widespread
in the Maghreb and al-Andalus. Scholars were greatly interested in them and composed numerous works
in this field, particularly in al-Andalus; however, most of these works have been lost, except for a small
remnant.

These books are considered documents in which a scholar records the extent of the sciences and
disciplines he acquired during his period of seeking knowledge, as well as the various works he read
across diverse fields. He also records in them the shaykhs and scholars from whom he received these
sciences and with whom he read these works, praising them, their knowledge, their moral qualities, and
their piety, and perpetuating their memory, first as an expression of gratitude, and also as an affirmation
of his own knowledge and mastery, since he had received knowledge from eminent and renowned
shaykhs. He also mentions the journeys he undertook to meet them and to receive knowledge from them.
The author often records the scholarly authorizations granted to him by scholars across various sciences
to demonstrate his competence and eligibility for teaching, authorship, and the issuance of fatwas.
Thus, these baramaj and faharis constitute a record that reveals the scholarly and cultural sources from
which the scholar drew, the foundations upon which he relied in his knowledge, and the basis that enabled
him to attain the scholarly status he came to occupy.

In this study, we have sought to unveil this type of writing by shedding light on one example of it, namely
the Fihrist of Abii “Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Qasim al-Rassa’, through the following questions: What
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is the scholarly value of books of faharis? In what ways do they differ from works of biography and
biographical classes? To address this problem, we have sought to answer the following subsidiary
questions: What are books of baramaj and faharis? What was the motive behind their composition? What
is their content? Do they have other names? Who was al-Rassa'? What did his Fihrist contain? Moreover,
what scholarly prescribed texts did he mention in his Fihrist that were prevalent in his age, in the ninth
century AH/fifteenth century CE?

1-Definition of Books of Baramaj and Faharis

1.1-Definition of Books of Baramaj: The term barnamaj, in the language, means a sheet that compiles
accounts; it is an Arabised form of barnamah.' The word is Persian in origin. Hence the broker’s
expression: “The weight of the load in the barnamaj is such-and-such.”® Al-Zurqani, in his commentary
on the Muwatta’, when explaining Malik’s statement, “and the sale of bales according to the barnamaj,”
states: “With a fathah on the ba’ and a kasrah on the mim, and also with both of them pronounced with
kasrah ... it is an Arabised form of the Persian barnamah, meaning the sheet in which what is contained
in the bale is written.””

As for its technical meaning,fihrasah is a register in which a traditionist or scholar records the names of
his shaykhs, the chains of transmission of his books and narrations, together with the books he read or
received, their authors, and his chain of transmission back to their authors. It may also include the place
of study and the date of its beginning or completion.*’

The linguistic and technical meanings of barnamaj are closely related: linguistically, it is a list in which
information is recorded; technically, it is a register in which a scholar records his shaykhs, narrations,
and chains of transmission. The barnamaj is an important source for identifying a scholar’s intellectual
formation and scholarly references, thereby helping the researcher to distinguish his sources and
opinions. The term barnamaj became widespread in the Islamic West, especially in Maliki juristic circles,
before being used to denote works that brought together the names of shaykhs and transmitted
materials.®”®

The scholars of al-Andalus used the term barnamaj in the sense of fihrasah, as is evident in the fact that
the hafiz Ibn Marziiq gave this title to his own Fihrist. This term remained widespread in the Islamic
West until the end of the eighth century AH/fourteenth century CE, after which it began to decline as the

'"Majd al-Din Muhammad ibn Ya‘qib al-Fayriizabadi, al-Qamiis al-Muhit, prepared by Anas Muhammad al-Shami and
Zakariyya Jabir Ahmad (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2008), 124.
’Nasir al-Din al-Matrazi, al-Mughrib fi Tartib al-Mu rib, ed. Muhammad FakhiirT and ‘Abd al-Hamid Mukhtar, 1st ed.
(Aleppo: Maktabat Usamah ibn Zayd, 1979), 66.
3Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Zurqani, Sharh al-Zurqani ‘ald al-Muwatta’, vol. 3, ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi
(Cairo: Dar al-Hadtth, 2006), 403.
4al-Matrazi, al-Mughrib fi Tartib al-Mu ‘rib, 66.
3‘Abd al-Aziz al-Ahwani, “Kutub Baramij al-‘Ulama’ fi al-Andalus,” Majallat Ma ‘had al-Makhtiitat al- ‘Arabiyyah 1, no. 1
(May 1955/Ramadan 1375 AH): 91-120, at 91.
%‘Abd Allah al-Murabit al-Targhi, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib: Mundhu al-Nash ah ila Nihayat al-Qarn al-Thani ‘Ashar li-
I-Hijrah—Manhajiyyatuha, Tatawwuruha, Qimatuha al- ‘Ilmiyyah, 1st ed. (Tétouan: Publications of the Faculty of Letters
and Humanities, Kingdom of Morocco, 1999), 32.
7al-Ahwani, “Kutub Baramij al- ‘Ulama’ {1 al-Andalus,” 92.
8<Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 32-33.
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term fihrasah emerged. With the fall of al-Andalus, the term barnamaj gradually disappeared, and among
the Maghrebis it was replaced by the term fihrasah.'°

1.2-Definition of Books of Faharis:

1.2-Definition of Books of Faharis:

Fihrasah in the language: fihrasah is a verbal noun derived from the verb fahrasa, and its plural is
faharis. It is originally an Arabised form of the word fihrist, and means the book or register in which the
names of books are collected and arranged.'''?

Fihrasah is an Arabised Persian word derived fromfikrist, which is closest to the original form, as it
appears in the works of certain scholars, such as Ibn al-Nadim. As for the form al-fihrasah, with fathah
on its letters, it is further from the original, but it is the form most widely used among jurists. Both
wordsal-fihris and al-fihrasahunderwent Arabisation in accordance with Arabic morphological patterns,
with varying degrees of proximity to the Persian original.'*'*

In linguistic usage, fihrasah is a list of works or materials. The scholars of the East used it in its linguistic
sense; thus, Ibn al-Nadim’s Fihrist is nothing other than a list of works, writings, and sciences.!’

As for its technical meaning, it is a book in which the author mentions his shaykhs, the books he read
with them, and their chains of transmission in those books, narrated from their shaykhs in succession
back to the authors of those books, the founders of the sciences, or the imams of the schools of law.!®
Books of baramaj and fahdaris go back to the science of hadith, where traditionists used the term mu jam
for books that collected hadiths arranged according to the names of the Companions, shaykhs, or regions,
often in alphabetical order. This concept then expanded to encompass various kinds of transmitted
material in the religious, linguistic, and literary sciences and later entered the fields of biography and
classification. With this development, the term mu jam was replaced by the terms fihrasah and barnamaj
to denote the same type of work. Biographical notices constitute an essential element in these books,

since they were concerned with documenting the classes of scholars and transmitters and their various
works. 71819

%‘Abd al-Hayy ibn ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis wa-I-Athbat wa-Mu jam al-Ma ‘ajim wa-I-Mashikhat wa-I-
Musalsalat, prepared by Thsan ‘Abbas, vol. 2, 2nd ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1992), 71.

10°Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 33.

al-Sayyid Muhammad Murtada al-Husayni al-Zabidi, 7aj al- ‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamiis, vol. 16, ed. Mahmiid Muhammad
al-Tanaht (Kuwait: Government Press of Kuwait, 1976), 349.

12al-Fayriizabadi, al-Qamiis al-Muhit, 1270.

3Ahmad al-Manjur, Fihris Ahmad al-Manjiir, ed. Muhammad Hajji (Rabat: Dar al-Maghrib 1i-1-Ta’lif wa-1-Tarjamah wa-1-
Nashr, 1976), editor’s introduction, 3.

“Ahmad ibn ‘Al al-Balaw1 al-Wad1 Ashi, Thabat al-Wadi Ashi, ed. ‘Abd Allah al-‘Umrani (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami,
1983), editor’s introduction, 62.

15 Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 36.

16al-Manjir, Fihris Ahmad al-Manjiir, editor’s introduction, 3.

""Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Kattani, al-Risalah al-Mustatrafah li-Bayan Mashhiir Kutub al-Sunnah al-Musharrafah, rev.
Muhammad al-Muntasir al-Kattani, Sth ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyyah li-1-Tiba‘ah wa-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi",
1993), 135.

18°Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 36.

YHani al-‘Amd, Kutub al-Baramij wa-I-Faharis al-Andalusiyyah, 1st ed. (Amman: University of Jordan, 1993), 13.
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1.3-Other Designations:

The designations of books of baramaj and faharis varied. Alongside barnamaj and fihrasah, they were
also given names such as mu jam, mashikhah, and thabat. The Andalusians often used these terms to
denote the same type of work, whereas the scholars of the East used them especially under the name
mashikhah. By mu jam is meant a book in which a scholar provides biographical notices of his shaykhs,
usually arranged alphabetically, while mentioning his transmissions from each shaykh. Later, the term
expanded to include books devoted to the shaykhs or pupils of a particular scholar, such as al-Qadt ‘Iyad’s
Mu jam Shuyitkh al-Sadafi and Ibn al-Abbar’s Mu jam of his pupils.?%*!

Mashikhat are connected to mu jams in terms of content, but differ from them in arrangement: mu jams
arrange the names of shaykhs alphabetically, whereas mashikhat do not follow this system. The term
mashikhah was used in earlier times to denote registers of shaykhs. In the East, it is applied to the fihrasah
and the mu jam. In contrast, among the Maghrebis, it refers to the list of shaykhs in biographical works,
in which the names of the shaykhs of each biographee are mentioned in his biographical notice.???*

As for the thabat, with vowelization, it is a fihris in which a traditionist records his transmitted materials,
shaykhs, and audio recordings, and it is regarded as evidence of his reception of knowledge. Although
its original meaning is confined to the recording of audition materials, which makes it narrower than the
fihrasah and the mashikhah, it later became, especially in the East, synonymous with fihrasah, and some
Maghrebis also used it as a title for their faharis.>**>*

2-Motives for Composing Books of Baramaj and Faharis and Their Importance:

Faharis and baramaj were a necessary means of establishing scholarly chains of transmission and
sources of reception, since no one whose shaykhs and authorizations were unknown was accepted for
teaching or issuing fatwas. Students were also keen to know the scholars from whom their own shaykhs
had received knowledge. Scholars therefore composed their faharis in response to this need, recording
the names of their shaykhs, the material they transmitted, their authorizations, and what they had received
from them in the various sciences.?’*

The composition of baramaj and faharis came in response to the desire of students to become acquainted
with the shaykhs of their teachers, their transmitted materials, their authorizations, and the books they
had studied, in order to verify their scholarly foundations. Scholars undertook to record this information
at the request of their students, though their emphasis varied between mentioning shaykhs and transmitted

2al-Manjiir, Fihris Ahmad al-Manjir, editor’s introduction, 3.
21 Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis wa-I-Athbat, 609-10.
223]-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis wa-I-Athbat, 624.
23 Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 40.
24al-Sayyid Muhammad Murtada al-Zabidi, 7aj al- ‘Aris, vol. 4, ed. ‘Abd al-°Alim al-Tahawi, 2nd ed. (Kuwait: Government
Press of Kuwait, 1987), 477.
%3¢ Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, Fihris al-Faharis, vol. 1, 68.
26 Abd Allah al-Murabit, Faharis ‘Ulama’ al-Maghrib, 47.
27al-Qadi ‘Iyad ibn Miisa al-Yahsubi, al-Ghunyah, ed. ‘All ‘Umar, 1st ed. (Cairo: Maktabat al-Thaqafah al-Diniyyah, 2003),
9.
Muhammad ibn Jabir al-Wadi Ashi, Barnamaj Ibn Jabir al-Wadi Ashi, ed. Muhammad al-Habib al-Hilah (Tunis: al-
Sharikah al-Tunisiyyah li-Funtin al-Rasm, 1981), 41.
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materials, or books and collections. This form of writing also reflects students' loyalty to their scholars
and appreciation for their teaching.?%*

3-Introducing Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Rassa“:

3.1-His Family:

Abtu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Qasim al-Rassa“ belonged to an Ansari family descended from al-Aws
and al-Khazraj, which migrated to Tlemcen and settled there. His family was not initially known for
scholarship, for his grandfather was a carpenter who decorated pulpits and became famous after inlaying
the pulpit of the Mosque of al-"Ubbad, until he came to be known by the epithet “al-Rassa“”. The family
also became associated with blessings and prosperity from the time of that work. As for his father, Qasim,
he loved knowledge and its people, and prayed to God to grant him a learned son. God answered his
prayer, and Muhammad was born to him, becoming one of the most prominent figures of the family.?!3233
3.2-His Birth and Upbringing:

Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Qasim al-Rassa“® was born in Tlemcen around 819 AH/1416 CE and
spent his childhood there before moving to Tunis, where he settled and received his education. For this
reason, he described himself as Tlemcent by birth and Tunisian by upbringing and study. He memorized
the Qur’an in Tlemcen according to the Maghrebi educational method, which emphasized memorization
and instruction in the fundamentals of Arabic. He began his education at the kuttab in Darb Mastfah,
then, after his teacher's death, moved to another kuttab in Siiq al-Qabbabin under a Berber teacher from
Banii Warnid, where he continued memorizing and studying the Qur’an for two years.>*>3¢

Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Rassa“ continued his education in the zawiyah of Ibn al-Banna’ under the shaykh Abii
al-°Abbas Ahmad ibn Yahsan, whom he accompanied until he completed the Qur’an twice around 830
AH/1427 CE. This was the period that witnessed the arrival of the Hafsid sultan Abii Faris ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
in Tlemcen and his attendance at the ceremony of allegiance in the Great Mosque with a group of the
city’s leading scholars. Thereafter, al-Rassa“ traveled to Tunis in 831 AH/1428 CE in the company of

2al-‘Amd, Kutub al-Baramij wa-I-Faharis al-Andalusiyyah, 28.
30¢AlT ibn Muhammad al-Ru‘ayni, Barnamaj Shuyitkh al-Ru ‘ayni, ed. Ibrahim Shabbiih (Damascus: Ministry of Culture and
National Heritage, Publications of the Directorate for the Revival of Ancient Heritage, 1962), 5.
31Saft al-Rahman al-Mubarakfuri, al-Rahiq al-Makhtiim, 21st ed. (al-Mansiirah: Dar al-Wafa’ 1i-1-Tiba‘ah wa-l-Nashr wa-1-
Tawzi‘, 2010), 23.
32 Abd al-Malik Ibn Hisham, al-Strah al-Nabawiyyah, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmurd, vol. 2, 3rd ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab
al-‘Arabi, 1990), 76.
3al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ", 16.
3Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, al-A ‘lam, vol. 7, 15th ed. (Beirut: Dar al-‘Tlm li-I-Malayin, 2002), 5; ‘Adil Nuwayhid, Mu jam
A ‘lam al-Jaza ir min Sadr al-Islam Hattd al- ‘Asr al-Hadir (Algiers: Dar al-Wa'y li-1-Tiba‘ah wa-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi', 2017),
201.
35al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 8.
36<Abd al-Rahman ibn Khaldiin, al-Muqaddimah, ed. Mustafa Shaykh Mustafa, 1st ed. (Beirut: Mu’ assasat al-Risalah
Nashiriin, 2012), 602.
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his mother, while his father had preceded him there. There he joined the Zaytiinah Mosque and began
seeking knowledge, benefiting from the pupils of Imam Ibn ‘Arafah and their scholarly sessions.?”3%%
3.3-The Offices Held by al-Ragsa‘:

Abii “Abd Allah al-Rassa“ enjoyed a high scholarly standing in the Hafsid state in Tunis and held several
offices, including judge of the mahallah and teacher at the zawiyah of Bab al-Bahr, then judge of
marriage contracts and chief judge. He also served as imam and preacher of the Zaytinah Mosque and
assumed the office of fatwa after the leading scholars. He distinguished himself in teaching
jurisprudence, the principles of religion, language, and logic, while concentrating on scholarship without
engaging in politics. He became renowned for issuing fatwas and was consulted from various regions.
Scholars of his age, such as al-Wansharist and Ibn al-Qadi, praised him, describing him as learned and
righteous, and as pre-eminent in jurisprudence and preaching, 0414243444546

3.4-His Death and Scholarly Legacy:

Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Rassa“ died in Tunis in 894 AH/1459 CE. It is reported that his grave is located on
the northern side near the Coppersmiths’ Market. He left behind several important works, including al-
Ajwibah al-Tunisiyyah ‘ala al-As’ilah al-Ghirnatiyyah, al-Tashil wa al-Taqrib wa al-Tashih li-Riwayat
al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, al-Hidayah al-Kafiyah al-Shdfiyah li-Bayan Haqd'iq al-Imam Ibn ‘Arafah al-

37al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 31.

3He is Abii al-Fadl Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Imam al-Tilimsani.
He belonged to a family of learning, renown, and distinction, and was one of the contemporaries of Ibn Marziiq al-Hafid. He
possessed both rational and transmitted sciences, and was firmly grounded in rhetoric, Sufism, literature, poetry, and medicine.
He moved to Tunis in 810 AH/1408 CE and stayed there for a month, then went to Cairo, performed the pilgrimage, and
returned there. In 812 AH/1410 CE, he travelled to Syria, visited Jerusalem, and crowds gathered around him in Damascus
when they became aware of his merit. He died in Tlemcen in 845 AH/1441 CE. See Ahmad Baba al-Tinbuktt, Nay! al-1btihdj,
521-22; Abi al-Qasim Muhammad al-Hafhawi, Ta rif al-Khalaf bi-Rijal al-Salaf, ed. Khayr al-Din Shatrah, vol. 1, 1st ed.
(Algiers: Dar Kardadah li-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi', 2012), 328-30.

3 Ahmad ibn Abi al-Diyaf, Ithaf Ahl al-Zaman bi-Akhbar Mulitk Tiinis wa- ‘Ahd al-Aman, vol. 7 (Tunis: al-Dar al-‘Arabiyyah
li-1-Kitab, 1999), 65.

“Muhammad Mahfiz, Tardjim al-Mu ‘allifin al-Tinisiyyin, vol. 2, 1st ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1982), 358.
#'Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Sakhawi, al-Daw’ al-Lami* li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tési", vol. 8 (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, n.d.), 287;
Ahmad Baba al-Tinbukti, Nay! al-Ibtihaj fi Tatriz al-Dibaj, introduced by ‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Abd Allah al-Harramah, 2nd ed.
(Tripoli: Manshiirat Dar al-Kitab, 2000), 560.

#“Muhammad ibn Muhammad Ibn Maryam al-Maliti, al-Bustan fi Dhikr al- Ulama’ wa-lI-Awliya’ bi-Tilimsan, ed. ‘Abd al-
Qadir Bubayah, 1st ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2014), 475; Muhammad ibn Muhammad Makhluf, Shajarat al-
Niir al-Zakiyyah fi Tabaqat al-Malikiyyah, vol. 2, 2nd ed. (Cairo: Maktabat al-Thaqafah al-Diniyyah, 2012), 99—100; Mahfuz,
Tarajim al-Mu allifin al-Tinisiyyin, vol. 2, 359.

$Abi al-Qasim Sa‘d Allah, Tarikh al-Jaza’ir al-Thaqafi min al-Fath al-Islami ila Nihayat al-Qarn al-Tasi * al-Hijr, vol. 2,
Ist ed. (Algiers: ‘Alam al-Ma ‘rifah li-I-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi‘, 2015), 419.

“Makhlaf, Shajarat al-Niir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 100.

4 Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Wansharisi, al-Mi ‘yar al-Mu ‘rib wa-I-Jami ‘ al-Mughyib ‘an Fatawa ‘Ulama’ Ifrigiyyah wa-1-Andalus
wa-I-Maghrib, vol. 11, ed. Muhammad Hayjji et al. (Kingdom of Morocco: Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 1981), 316.
4Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn al-Qadi, Durrat al-Hijal fi Asma’ al-Rijal, ed. Muhammad al-Ahmadi Abi al-Niir, vol. 2, 1st
ed. (Tunis: al-Maktabah al-‘Atigah, 1971), 140.
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Wafiyah, in addition to Fihrist al-Rassa’. These works encompass textual verification, hadith, and
fihrasah literature, and some have been preserved in libraries in Tunisia and the Maghreb.*74%%

4-The Contents of Fihrist al-Rassa *:

Al-Rassa’ opened his Fihrist by stating the reason for its composition, namely his response to the request
of one of the scholars to compile his transmitted materials from his shaykhs and the books he had read
under them, in addition to fulfilling the duty owed to his shaykhs and praying for God’s mercy upon
them. He also introduced himself by mentioning his name, lineage, birth in Tlemcen, and upbringing in
Tunis, while displaying great humility by describing himself in unfavorable terms. He then mentioned
his shaykhs and their fields of knowledge, arranging them according to their scholarly standing and the
extent of his association with them, including al-Barzuli, al-Qalshani, al-"Ugbani, and others. He also
mentioned the shaykhs of his shaykhs and praised them, especially Ibn Marziiq and Ibn ‘Arafah, among
others, describing them in highly laudatory scholarly terms,>03152335455

Y"Makhlif, Shajarat al-Nir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 100; Ibn al-Qadi, Durrat al-Hijal, vol. 2, 140; Ibn Abi al-Diyaf, Ithaf Ahl
al-Zaman, vol. 7, 65.
®Mahfuz, Tardjim al-Mu allifin al-Tinisiyyin, vol. 2, 359.
“Tbn Maryam, al-Bustan, 474-75; al-Tinbukti, Nayl al-Ibtihaj, 560-61; Makhluf, Shajarat al-Niir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 100;
Nuwayhid, Mu jam A ‘lam al-Jazair, 201-2; Mahfuz, Tarajim al-Mu allifin al-Tinisiyyin, vol. 2, 359-61.
al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ", 5.
SHe is Abi al-Qasim ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Mu‘tall al-Balawi, al-Qayrawani and then al-Tunisi, the renowned
Shaykh al-Islam, mufti, jurist, and preacher of Tunis, and one of the imams of the Maliki school. He was the author of the
famous nawazil in jurisprudence. He accompanied Imam Ibn ‘Arafah for nearly forty years, from whom he received both
knowledge and guidance. He died in 843 AH/1440 CE. See al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 56; al-Tinbukti, Nayl al-1btihaj, 368—
70; Muhammad Makhlif, Shajarat al-Nur al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 61-62.
?He was chief judge, studied with Ibn ‘Arafah and others, and was an imam in jurisprudence and its principles, as well as in
theology and its divisions. He was highly beneficial and gave excellent answers. He died in Tunis in 851 AH/1447 CE, the
funeral prayer was performed over him in the Zaytiinah Mosque, and he was buried at Jabal al-Marsa. See al-Rassa‘, Fihrist
al-Rassa‘, 141-60; al-Qalsadt, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 118-22; Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Sarraj, a/-Hulal
al-Sundusiyyah ft al-Akhbar al-Tinisiyyah (Tunis: Matba‘at al-Dawlah al-Tunisiyyah, 1287 AH), 358; Ibn Makhlif, Shajarat
al-Nir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 64.
3He is Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa al-‘Aqaw1. He was a scholar who held the office of judge of marriage contracts
in Tunis, was one of the companions of Ibn ‘Arafah, and al-Rassa“ studied with him at the “Uthmaniyyah Mawlawiyyah
School. He wrote works in various branches of knowledge and had fatwas in al-Maziniyyah and al-Mi ‘yar. He died in 874
AH/1443 CE. See al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa‘, 140; al-Zarkashi, Tarikh al-Dawlatayn al-Muwahhidiyyah wa-I-Hafsiyyah,
137; al-Sakhawi, al-Daw’ al-Lami ‘ li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi ‘, vol. 9, 179-80; al-Tinbukti, Nay! al-Ibtihaj, 540—41; Ahmad Baba
al-Tinbukti, Kifayat al-Muhtaj li-Ma ‘rifat Man Laysa fi al-Dibaj, vol. 2, ed. Muhammad Muti' (Kingdom of Morocco:
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 2000), 176-77; Muhammad Makhlaf, Shajarat al-Nar al-Zakiyyah fi Tabagat al-
Malikiyyah, vol. 2, 97.
*He is ‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Baji al-Tiinisi, known as al-Qalshani. He studied with his father, ‘Isa al-
Ghubrini, and Ibn Marziiq. He held the offices of chief judge, preacher, and mufti at the Zayttinah Mosque. He had broad
mastery of the Arabic sciences, rhetoric, logic, legal theory, language, Qur’anic exegesis, and other disciplines. He died in
848 AH/1445 CE. See al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 186; al-Sakhawt, al-Daw’ al-Lami ‘ li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi ", vol. 6, 137,
al-Tinbukti, Nay! al-Ibtihaj, 305-7; Badr al-Din al-Qaraft, Tawshih al-Dibaj wa-Hilyat al-Ibtihdj, ed. ‘Alt ‘Umar, 1st ed.
(Cairo: Maktabat al-Thaqafah al-Diniyyah, 2004), 110; Muhammad Makhlif, Shajarat al-Nir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 2, 64.
>’He is Abt ‘Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim al-Abili. He was born in Tlemcen in 681 AH/1280 CE. His family came from Abla in
al-Andalus and had migrated to Tlemcen, where his father became one of the aides of the amir Yaghmurasan ibn Zayyan.
He studied with Ibn al-Imam, devoted attention to mathematics and the rational sciences, and Ibn Khaldiin was among his
pupils. He died in Fez in 757 AH/1356 CE. See Ahmad Baba al-Tinbukti, Kifayat al-Muhtaj, vol. 2, 54-58; Ibn Maryam, al-
Bustan, 380-87; Muhammad Makhluf, Shajarat al-Nir al-Zakiyyah, vol. 1, 54445,
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7-The Scholarly Prescribed Texts Mentioned by al-Rassa“ in His Fihrist and Their Comparison
with the Prescribed Texts of the Islamic Maghreb:

The prescribed texts of the Islamic Maghreb differed from one region to another, despite a common core,
as certain regions specialized in particular books to the exclusion of others. This variation was due to
students' levels, scholars' reliance on their own works or those of their shaykhs, and geographical and
chronological factors that affected the circulation of books across regions. The following are the
prescribed texts mentioned by al-Rassa” and their comparison with the prescribed texts of the Islamic
Maghreb:

1-Prescribed Texts in the Arabic Sciences:

Al-Rassa“’ mentions the versified Alfiyyah of Muhammad ibn “Abd Allah ibn Malik al-Ta'1 al-Jayyani al-
Andalusi (d. 672 AH/1273 CE),* as well as Ibn Malik’s Tashil al-Fawa’id wa Takmil al-Magqadsid;>’ al-
Jumal al-Kubrd fi al-Nahw by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ishaq al-Zajjaji (d. 340 AH/951 CE);*Kitab
Sitbawayh by Abii Bishr ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman Sibawayh (d. 180 AH/796 CE);*al-Mugarrab by Ibn ‘Usfur
‘Alf ibn Mu’'min (d. 669 AH/1270 CE);**Tawdih al-Maqgasid wa al-Masalik bi-Sharh Alfiyyat Ibn Malik
by al-Hasan ibn Qasim al-Muradi (d. 749 AH/1348 CE); the Lamiyyat al-Af"al of Ibn Malik; and al-
Mughni, whose full title is al-Mughni al-Labib ‘an Kutub al-A ‘arib, by ‘Abd Allah ibn Hisham al-Ansari
al-Misr1 (d. 761 AH/1360 CE).®! He also mentions the Kharrajiyyah poem, whose complete title is al-
Ramizah al-Shdfiyah fi ‘llmay al-‘Arid wa al-Qdfiyah, by Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali al-Khazraji (d. 626
AH/1229 CE), together with its commentary by al-Sharif al-Tilimsani (d. 771 AH/1370 CE).%
Al-Rassa“ does not mention the following prescribed texts, which other scholars of the Islamic Maghreb
record: al-Idah al- ‘Adudi by Abii ‘Ali al-Hasan ibn Ahmad al-Farisi (d. 377 AH/987 CRE); al- ‘Iqd al-
Farid by Ibn “Abd Rabbih (d. 328 AH/940 CE); al-Mufassal by al-Zamakhshar1 (d. 538 AH/1144 CE);
al-Qanun by Abu Miisa al-Jaziili (d. 607 AH/1210 CE); Adab al-Katib by Ibn Qutaybah (d. 276 AH/889
CE); al-Hamdsah by Abii Tammam Habib ibn Aws (d. 231 AH/845 CE);*Talkhis al-Miftah by al-
Qazwini;** and al-Ajurrimiyyah by Ibn Ajurriim al-Sanhaji (d. 723 AH/1323 CE).*

2-Prescribed Texts in the Science of Qur’anic Readings and Qur anic Orthography:

In his Fihrist, al-Rassa’ mentions several important works in the science of Qur’anic readings and
Qur’anic orthography, including al-Taysir fi al-Qird at al-Sab ‘by Abt ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘1d al-Dant
(d. 444 AH/1053 CE); al-Shatibiyyah (Hirz al-Amani wa Wajh al-Tahani) by al-Qasim ibn Firruh al-
Shatib1 (d. 590 AH/1194 CE); his shorter Shatibiyyah; the poem ‘Agilat Atrab al-Qasa’id fi Rasm al-
Mushaf;, and Mawrid al-Zam an fi Rasm al-Qur 'an by al-Kharraz (d. 718 AH/1319 CE). The passage

%al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 119; Ibn Khaldiin, al-Mugaddimah, 614.
STal-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 76; Ibn Khaldin, al-Mugaddimah, 614; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 102.
S8al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 76; al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirdayah, 174-75; Ibn Marziq, al-Mandgqib al-Marzigiyyah, 200.
Sal-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 98; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 240; Ibn Marziiq, al-Mandgqib al-Marzigiyyah, 201.
0al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 122; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 240.
lal-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 122; Ibn Khaldin, al-Mugaddimah, 614.
%2a]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 115.
3al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 174-75.
%al-Qalsadi, Riklat al-Qalsadr, 100.
%Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 364.
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also points to other prescribed works in this field that al-Rassa“ did not mention, such as al-Mugni* by
al-Dani and Ibn BarrT's poem (d. 582 AH/1187 CE).6667686970

Prescribed Texts in Qur’anic Exegesis: Al-Rassa’ mentioned in his Fihrist Ibn ‘Atiyyah’s
commentary, al-Muharrar al-Wajiz fi Sharh al-Kitab al-‘Aziz, by Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn
‘Atiyyah al-Andalust (d. 541 AH/1147 CE). The prescribed texts of Qur’anic exegesis in the Islamic
Maghreb also included other works, among them al-Kashf wa al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an by al-
Tha‘labi (d. 427 AH/1035 CE), Ahkam al-Qur an by al-Kiya al-Harrast (d. 504 AH/1110 CE), al-Tahsil
li-Fawa'id Kitab al-Tafsil by al-Mahdaw1 (d. 440 AH/1048 CE), al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa 'iq al-Tanzil by
al-Zamakhshari, and al-Jami ‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur an by al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH/1272 CE).”17273
Prescribed Texts in Jurisprudence: Al-Rassa‘ mentions al/-Risalah by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (d.
386 AH/996 CE), Tahdhib al-Mudawwanah by Abu Sa‘ld Khalaf al-Baradhi'T al-Qayrawani (d. 372
AH/983 CE),"*Mukhtasar Ibn al-Hajib, or al-Mukhtasar al-Far T, whose full title is al-Mukhtasar fi al-
Furii‘, by ‘Uthman ibn ‘Amr ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH/1249 CE),”al-Tafi ‘ by Ibn al-Jallab, namely Abii
al-Qasim ‘Ubayd Allah ibn al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Jallab al-Qurtubi (d. 378 AH/988
CE),”*Mukhtasar Ibn ‘Arafah al-Fight by Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Arafah al-
Warghami (d. 803 AH/1401 CE),”” and al-Mudawwanah al-Kubra by ‘Abd al-Salam ibn Sa‘id al-
Taniikhi, known as Sahniin (d. 240 AH/854 CE), together with its commentary by Ibn Yiinus,”® whose
full title is al-Jami  li-Masa il al-Mudawwanah wa al-Mukhtalitah. Al-Rassa® did not address some of
the prescribed texts that appeared in teaching programs in the lands of the Islamic Maghreb, including
al-Talgin by al-Qadi Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Baghdadi (d. 422 AH/1031 CE),” al-
Mugqaddimat al-Mumahhidat by Abu al-Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rushd (d. 520 AH/1126 CE),
and al-Tabsirah by Abii al-Hasan al-Lakhmi (d. 478 AH/1085 CE).%° We scarcely find mention of Ibn
‘Arafah’s Mukhtasar; rather, reliance was placed on Mukhtasar Khalil by Khalil ibn Ishaq al-Jundi (d.
767 AH/1374 CE).%!

%al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassd ‘, 84.
"Ibn Khaldiin, al-Ta rif bi-Ibn Khaldiin wa-Rihlatuhu Gharban wa-Sharqan, 18.
%8al-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa, 60; Ibn Khaldiin, al-Ta 7if bi-Ibn Khaldin wa-Rihlatuhu Gharban wa-Shargan, 18.
Tbn Khaldiin, al-Muqaddimah, 456; ‘Abd al-Jalil Qaryan, al-Ta ‘lim bi-Tilimsan fi al- ‘Ahd al-Zayyani (Tlemcen: Jusar li-1-
Nashr wa-1-Tawzi', 2011), 250.
""Tbn Maryam, al-Bustan, 122.
"lal-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 151.
2al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 175-76.
Ibn Marzilq, al-Musnad al-Sahih, 277.
"al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa‘, 76; al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 180-81; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 215; Ibn Marziiq, al-
Mandgqib al-Marziigiyyah, 200.
5al-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 84; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 104; Ibn Marziq, al-Mandaqib al-Marzigiyyah, 205.
7al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 84; al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 180-81; Ibn Marziiq, al-Mandagqib al-Marzigiyyah, 203.
"Tal-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 84.
8al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 148; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 333.
"al-Qalsadi, Riklat al-Qalsadr, 97.
8093l-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 180-81.
811bn Maryam, al-Bustan, 119, 169, 366; al-Qalsadi, Riklat al-Qalsdadr, 102.
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Prescribed Texts in Legal Theory: Al-Rassa® mentioned in his Fihrist works in legal theory, including
Muntaha al-Sil wa al-Amal fi ‘[lmay al-Usil wa al-Jadal by Ibn al-Hajib, Minhaj al-Wusiul ila ‘Ilm al-
Usul by al-Baydaw1 (d. 685 AH/1287 CE), and Tuhfat al-Mas "ul fi Sharh Mukhtasar Muntaha al-Siil by
al-Rahtini (d. 773 AH/1371 CE). The passage also points to other prescribed texts in the Islamic Maghreb
that al-Rassa“ did not mention, such as Shifa " al-Ghalil by al-Ghazali (d. 505 AH/1111 CE), al-Mahsiil
fi Usil al-Figh by al-Razi (d. 606 AH/1209 CE), Miftah al-Wusil fi Bina' al-Furii® ‘ala al-Usiil by al-
Sharif al-Tilimsani, and Tangih al-Fusiil by al-Qarafi (d. 684 AH/1285 CE).828384

Prescribed Texts in Creed and the Principles of Religion: He mentions the book al-Irshad,® whose
full title is al-Irshad ila Qawati * al-Adillah fi Usil al-1 tigad, by Abt al-Ma‘al1 ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Juwayni (d. 478 AH/1085 CE), and its commentary by al-Mugqtarah,*® namely Sharh al-Irshad
fi Usil al-I tigad by Muzaffar ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Misr1, Taqt al-Din al-Mugqtarah (d. 612 AH/1215 CE).
Elsewhere, we find the following: al-Igtisad fi al-I tigad by al-Ghazalt; al-Magqdsid by al-Ghazali as
well; al-Muhassal by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, whose full title is Muhassal Afkar al-Mutagaddimin wa al-
Muta akhkhirin min al- ‘Ulama’ wa al-Hukama’ wa al-Mutakallimin; and the natural and metaphysical
sections of the Ishardt of al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn Sina (d. 428 AH/1037 CE),*” as well as the
creeds of al-SaniisT,*® namely al- ‘Agidah al-Kubra, al- ‘Aqidah al-Wusta, and al- ‘Aqidah al-Sughrd by
Muhammad ibn Ysuf al-Santsi (d. 895 AH/1489 CE), among others.

Prescribed Texts in Hadith Works: Al-Rassa’ mentions among the prescribed texts of hadith the Six
Books® and explicitly names five of them, exceptSunan Ibn Majah, which he does not mention
explicitly. They are: al-Jami® al-Sahih by Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-Bukhari (d. 252 AH/870
CE),”Sahih Muslim, whose title is al-Musnad al-Sahih, by Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-NaysabiirT (d. 261
AH/875 CE),’'al-Sunan al-Musnadah of Abii Dawiid by Abii Dawiid al-Sijistant (d. 275 AH/888
CE),”al-Sunan by Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-Nasa'1 (d. 303 AH/916 CE), and al-
Jami‘ al-Kabir fi al-Sunan by al-Tirmidhi, Aba ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH/892
CE). He also mentions the Muwatta’ of Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH/795 CE),”*Sunan al-Daraqugni (d.
385 AH/995 CE),al-Ahkam al-Kubrd and al-Ahkam al-Sughra by Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Haqq al-
Ishbili (d. 581 AH/1186 CE),” the commentary on Sahih Muslim entitled ITkmal al-Mu ‘lim bi-Fawd id

82al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 130; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadi, 102; al-Tinbukti, Nay! al-Ibtihdj, 190.
8Ibn Marzilq, al-Managqib al-Marzigiyyah, 201.

$4al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadi, 100; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 241.

8al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 130; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 102.

86al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 130.

871bn Maryam, al-Bustan, 204.

8]bn Maryam, al-Bustan, 281.

%al-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 60; al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 176-77.

a]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 60, 76, 84, 93.

1al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 76, 84, 94.

2al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 60, 97.

Pal-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa , 60, 99; al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 176-77; Ibn Marziiq, al-Managqib al-Marzigiyyah,
201.

%4al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 76.

%al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 105.
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Muslim by al-Qadt ‘Iyad ibn Masa ibn ‘Iyad (d. 544 AH/1149 CE), the commentary on Sahih Muslim
entitled lkmal Ikmal al-Mu ‘lim bi-Fawa'id Muslim by Muhammad ibn Khalafah al-Ubb1 (d. 827
AH/1423 CE),”® and the hadith of mercy,”” with which its author concluded his work. Among the
prescribed texts of hadith in the Islamic Maghreb that al-Rassa“ did not mention are the following: a/-
Mu ‘lim bi-Fawa'id Muslim by al-Mazar1,”8al-Tamhid by Abii ‘Umar Yiisuf ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-
Barr (d. 463 AH/1071 CE), al-Istidhkar®® and al-Tagqassi li-Ahadith al-Muwatta’, also by Ibn ‘Abd al-
Barr,'®al-Muntaga by Abii al-Walid Sulayman ibn Khalaf al-Baji (d. 474 AH/1082 CE), al-Mukhtar al-
Jami * bayn al-Muntaqa wa al-Istidhkar by Abt “Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Sulayman
al-Ya‘furf al-Tilimsani (d. 625 AH/1227 CE),'°! and Mugaddimat Ibn al-Salah by Ibn al-Salah.!®

The Maghrebis showed particular concern for Sahih Muslim, to which they devoted themselves and
unanimously preferred it over Sahih al-Bukhari.'®®

Prescribed Texts in the Prophetic Biography: Al-Rassa‘ mentions al-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah
by al-Tirmidhi,'®al-Shifa’ bi-Ta rif Hugiiq al-Mustafa by al-Qadi ‘Iyad,'® and Qasidat al-Burdah by
al-Biistri,'% which is a poem in praise of the Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him. Its full title is
al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah fi Madh Khayr al-Bariyyah, composed by Sharaf al-Din ibn Sa‘1d al-Sanhaj,
known as al-Busir1 (d. 696 AH/1295 CE). He also mentions al-Shagratisiyyah, whose full title is al-
Qasidah al-Shaqratisiyyah fi Madh al-Mustafa Khayr al-Bariyyah, composed by Abii “Abd Allah ibn
Abi Zakariyya' al-Shaqratisi al-Tawzari al-Tiinist (d. 466 AH/1073 CE).!” Among the prescribed texts
that al-Rassa“ did not mention but were taught in the Islamic Maghreb was the Sirah by ‘Abd al-Malik
ibn Hisham (d. 218 AH/833 CE).!®

Prescribed Texts in Logic: Al-Rassa’ mentions al-Jumal fi Mukhtasar Nihayat al-Amal by Afdal al-
Din Muhammad al-Khiinaji (d. 646 AH/1248 CE), and al-Mukhtasar al-Mantigi by Ibn ‘Arafah.'® Al-
Rassa“ did not address two important books that were among the prescribed texts of the Islamic Maghreb:
Isaghiiji, also known as al-Risalah al-Athiriyyah by Athir al-Din al-Abhari (d. 663 AH/1264 CE),''° and
al-Sullam al-Murawnaq by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Akhdari (d. 953 AH/1546 CE).!!!
Prescribed Texts in Arithmetic and Inheritance Law: In his Fihrist, al-Rassa” mentioned a group of
works in mathematics and inheritance law, including al-Urjizah al-Yasaminiyyah fi al-Jabr wa al-

%al-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 151.

°Tal-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 90.

%8Ibn Khaldiin, al-Muqgaddimah, 463.

%al-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 179.

100Tbn Khaldiin, al-Ta rif bi-Ibn Khaldiin, 18.

101a]-Ghubrini, ‘Unwan al-Dirayah, 179-80.

102a]-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 97.

183Ibn Khalditin, al-Muqaddimah, 463.

1043]-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 105; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 444.

1053]-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa‘, 84, 101; Ibn Marziiq, al-Musnad al-Sahih, 277; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 444.
1063]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa‘, 122, 170; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 444; al-Tinbukti, Nayl al-Ibtihaj, 190.
107a]-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 90; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 376, 444.

19%8Tbn Marziiq, al-Musnad al-Sahih, 277.

1093]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa ‘, 175-76; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadi, 101.

"19Tbn Maryam, al-Bustan, 202.

""'Tbn Maryam, al-Bustan, 90.
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Mugabalah by Ibn al-Yasamin (d. 601 AH/1204 CE), Talkhis A ‘mal al-Hisab by Ibn al-Banna’ (d. 721
AH/1321 CE), Kitab al-Fara'id by al-Hifi (d. 588 AH/1192 CE), and al-Kafi fi al-Fard’id by al-
Tarabulusi (d. 432 AH/1040 CE).!12113114

In addition, among the prescribed texts in arithmetic and inheritance law in the Islamic Maghreb we find
Kitab al- ‘Andsir by Euclid of Alexandria (d. 265 BCE),'">Raf" al-Hijab ‘an Wujith A ‘mal al-Hisab by
Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn al-Banna’ al-Marrakushi (d. 721 AH/1321 CE),!"*Hatt al-Nigab ‘an Wujih
A ‘mal al-Hisab by Ahmad ibn Husayn Ibn Qunfudh al-Qusantini (d. 810 AH/1408 CE),!'"Moreover, the
Tlemcenian versified work on inheritance law by Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr al-Tilimsani (d. 699 AH/1300
CE).!'

Books of Sufism: Al-Rassa‘ did not mention in his Fihrist the books of Sufism and ethics he studied in
Tunis, despite their importance among the scholarly-prescribed texts in the Islamic Maghreb. Among the
most prominent adopted works of Sufism and spiritual conduct were Risalat Fadl Makkah by al-Hasan
al-Basr1 (d. 110 AH/728 CE), Qit al-Quliib by Abu Talib al-Makki (d. 386 AH/996 CE), and Risalat al-
Qushayri by al-Qushayri (d. 465 AH/1072 CE),'"%al-Ihya’ by Abii Hamid al-Ghazali,'?° and al-Hikam
al- ‘Ata’iyyah by Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah al-Sakandari (d. 709 AH/1309 CE).!?!

Books of Medical Science: Al-Rassa’ mentioned that his shaykh Abii “Abd Allah ibn ‘Ugab had written
a commentary on Ibn Stna’s book on medicine, but he did not expand on the prescribed medical books
in Tunis. Among the most prominent prescribed texts in medicine in the Islamic Maghreb, however, were
Ibn Stna’s al-Qaniin, the commentaries on his medical poem, and Risalat al-Tibb by Muhammad ibn
Yisuf al-Saniist. 22123124

Prescribed Texts in Astronomy: Al-Rassa’ did not mention prescribed texts in astronomy. Among the
prescribed texts in astronomy in the Islamic Maghreb, we find the following: a/-Majisti by the Greek
scholar Ptolemy Claudius (d. 180 CE), and Minhaj al-Talib fi Ta ‘dil al-Kawakib by Ibn al-Banna’ al-
Marrakushi;'»The poem Bughyat al-Tullab fi ‘Ilm al-Asturlab by Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Habbak al-

123]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa , 114; al-Qalsadi, Riklat al-Qalsadt, 101.

33]-Rassa’, Fihrist al-Rassa , 114; Ibn Khaldiin, al-Mugaddimah, 471; al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsad, 101.

4a]-Rassa‘, Fihrist al-Rassa, 114; Ibn Khaldiin, al-Muqaddimah, 471.

15Tbn Maryam, al-Bustan, 176; Ibn Khaldiin, al-Mugaddimah, 523; Rashid Yamani, “Makanat al-Riyadiyyat bi-Tilimsan al-
Zayyaniyyah min Khilal Ishamat Sa‘id al-‘Ugbani,” Majallat ‘Usir, nos. 34-35 (April-June 2017) ) : 139-164, at 149-50.
"6al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 101.

"7al-Qalsadi, Rihlat al-Qalsadr, 101; Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 509.

18Ibn Maryam, al-Bustan, 169; al-Qalsadi, Riklat al-Qalsadr, 101.
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Tilimsani (d. 867 AH/1462 CE); and ‘Umdat Dhawi al-Albab wa Nuzhat al-Hussab fi Sharh Bughyat al-
Tullab fi ‘Ilm al-Isturlab by Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Saniisi.!?

The scholarly prescribed texts in Tunis and the Islamic Maghreb encompassed both the transmitted and
rational sciences, with the transmitted sciences predominating due to the spread of the method of
transmission and memorization, as well as reliance on abridgments in that period. These prescribed texts
were also characterized by a greater reliance on local and Andalusian books than on Eastern ones. This
was due to the geographical and cultural proximity between the Maghreb and al-Andalus, relative to the
East, which facilitated the transmission and circulation of Andalusian works in the Maghreb's urban
centers.

Conclusion:

Fihrist al-Rassa ‘ is one of the most important works in baramaj and faharis literature, contributing to the
history of knowledge by providing an accurate picture of scholars' lives and their scholarly and cultural
environment, and introducing the author, his career, and the sciences prevalent in his age. It also preserves
the biographical notices of scholars whose surviving works may no longer be found, making it an
important historical source based on direct observation of shaykhs and association with them, unlike
some biographical works that may suffer from interruptions in the chain of transmission. Fihrist al-
Rassa “presented a clear picture of scholarly life in Tlemcen and Tunis in the ninth century AH/fifteenth
century CE, through its mention of scholars and prescribed texts in various sciences, such as Qur’anic
exegesis, jurisprudence, language, logic, medicine, and astronomy, thereby revealing the books that were
prevalent and prescribed in the Islamic Maghreb.
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